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Wellington Mara (above) a

calls Giants' co-owner
er figure to every player

who ever pulled on a Big Blue jersey.
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GIANT OF A

Mara was always great -

IE SKY turned Big
Blue in Canton, Ohio,
yesterday, and everywhere
else New York Giants live,
Wellington Mara, finally,
is in the Hall of Fame.
A wonderful legacy of de-
cency enters with him.
Frank Gifford, who pros-
ented The Greatest Giant
of Them All, could have
?pt!aking for all Gi-
ants, from Tuffy Leemans
to Phil Simms and Law-
rence Taylor to  Dave
Brown when he said: “He
always was the one [
turned to as a friend and
adviser after [ to know
him. It's kinda hard to say
he was like a father ... he
was somebody all my life 1
talked to about confidential
matters, personal matters,
financial matters. [ just
trusted his judgment on
anything and everything.”
’l{wy n't make owners
and sportsmen like Mara,
81 next month, anymore.
They don't make men like
Mara, Fordham Class of
1937, anymore. “He is,”
George Martin  said, “an
American _icon. He's an
American Original,”
He stands as a towering
symbol of a bygone era
when our leroes  were

Shula comes home
for ultimate honor

By THOMAS CULLEN

CANTON, Ohio — Don Shula feels at home in the Pro Foothall Hall
of Fame, and with good reason. He won more games than any other
coach in NFL history, and he was born a short trip down the road

from Canton.

Shula, a native of Grand River, Ohio, waé.inducted into the Hall of

Fame yesterday along
Patriot and Raider de-
fensive back Mike Hay-
nes and former Steeler
and Chief center Mike
Webster.

“T've been able to do
something for a lifetime
that I've enjoyed doing,”
Shula said, “Grand River
is 30 miles from Canton,
but it took me 67 years to
get here”

Shula, who coached the
Colts and Dolphins, holds
the NFL record for most
regular-gsoagon viclories
13281, most career victories
1347 eounting  postseason
winst and most Super Bowl
appesrances as @ head
voach (sixl. Shula eoached
ns to Super Bowl

972 and '73
aged 10
during
d was the
only de a team
te an_ undefeated  record
tthe 72 Dolphins  were
17-in

“There are only two times
1 have ever been earried off
the  field,”  Shula  said,
“That was after 17-0 and

SPASNNS,
victories  per
his 33

with
after 325 (when he sur-
assed George Halas as the
FL's winningest coach),”
Shula chose his sons
Mike and Dave to present
him _yesterday. This was
the first time in the history
of the Hall that an in-
ductee had two presenters,
Their love of their father
was evident when they in-
troduced him in the words
of Larry Caonka, saying in
uniznn, "Some days we love
to love him, some days we
love to hate him, hut we al-
ways, alwayvs love him.”
The elder Shula gave
eredit to his players, say-
ing, “You win with pood
people,” He then gave a
nold to some of those peo-
ple, such as Larry Little,
Bob Griese, Jim Langer
and Csonka, all Hall of
Famers he coached with

the Dulphins, Shula
coached two Hall of Fame
quarterbacks in  Johuny

Unitas and Griese, and a
future one in Dan Marino,
Haynes, a  first-round
dralt pick of the Patriots i
1976 out of Ariz
helped the Pats

Giants owner Wellington Mara, former

layolfs in his rookie year.

hey were beaten_in the
playolfs by the Raiders,

ith whom he would later
win a Super Bowl.

Haynes was presented by
his former agent and cur-
rent assistant to the CEOQ
of Nike, Howard Slusher,
who was booed hy the im-
patient crowd when he
went over his allotted time
of eight minutes.

Webster was  presented
by former Steeler team-
mate Terry Bradshaw, As
Steeler fans in the crowd
chanted, “Here we go Steel-
ers,” Webater gol off the
hest line of the day by say-
ing, “Giving Terry Brad-
shaw a microphone is like
ﬁ-.iving Visine to a peeping

om.

Webster, who fla_vr-d in
nine Pro Bowls, denied ru-
mors that he had sold his
Super Bowl rings won with
the Steelers, But he wasn't
wearing them yesterday.

“L still have my Super
Bowl rings,” Webster said.
“I don’t need to wear the
rings to  remember  how
.‘ilﬁ"'i“.l those teams were,

e rings are only a sym-

bol,

made of all the right stuff,
“His faith and his spiritu-
ality is No. 1.” Gifford said,
“His family is No. 2, and
the Gianfs are No. 3.
That's the order of his life,
I've never seen it get out of
whack,”

Well, maybe sometimes it
did, maybe when he had to
fire Owen, or when
doe Pisarcik lost The Fum-
ble to Herman Edwards, or
when he disagreed with the

ill-advised decision to re-
leaze Simms, but no one,
not even Well

Mara, is per-
fect. Mara has 11 chikrrgrn
and 30 grandchildren, but
he is father and grandfather
to every player ever to wear
the Giants uniform. Gifford
talked about all the Giants
and Giant ilies Mara
has helped tely over
the years and said: "He just
was always doing the night

=
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thing. He's always been
there. Hes  probably  the
most decent man I've ever
known.”

Mara: “I don't sce any
point in patting yourself on
the back. You aren't able to
help evervbody and  you
dun't want’ to brag on doing
something for one guy you
can't do for another,

Sam Hufl: “He's like a fa-
t! to anvhody that ever

layed for him.'1 think he's
rl ¥ one of the great
human beings this countr:
ever produced. Even thoug|
they traded me [to the Red-
skins], I think world of

m.

Martin: “His statement is
that there are no former Gi-
ants, There are onlﬁ active
Giants and inactive Giants.”

Simms: “If you play there
and you really try hard,
you're really part of their
amily, you are. Not onl
Mr. I]\[sl]ra. but the Iw .
family. It was special, an
Ihuro’s not many left out
there like that.”

Novv's  Phil  McConkey:
“Wellington  was  in  the
Navy, so when I got to the

DON’S DAY: Ex-Dolphin coach Don Shula poses with his bronze bust in Canton,
Ohio, yesterday on day he was enshrined in Pro Football Hall of Fame.

Giante, that firs
he ealled me |
When I came hack for trium-
ing camp he started ealling
mie Commander and he kept
promoting me. | was Cap-
tain for a while, When we
won the Super Bawl, 1 he-
came Admiral. When 1 came

ack  after  the  [plaver]
strike, T was knocked back
down to Commander. It
took me a while, but I'm
back up to Admiral.”

Bill Ard: “I can remember
whether we won the game,
lost the game, won hig, lost
ﬂ\n after every game, he'd

ke evervones hand and
say, Thank yon very much
for your effort.” He's one of
the ‘good guys. There's not
too many guys like him.
He's the way vou want peo-
ple to be. He's a good man.”

Mara never meddled.

Former DE and GM Andy
Robustelli: “1 think he never
put himself before  other
people. He felt like he was
always a part of the people

was working with, never
abave them.”

Mara never sought the
spotlight,
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